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Magi
Matthew is the only evangelist to tell the story of the Magi. These

Parish Pastoral Team

mysterious figures from the East (about whom little is known) have long
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as royal figures. This may have been suggested by Psalm 72: “The kings
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been the subject of stories and legions. Early on they were looked upon
of Arabia and Sheba shall bring tribute; all kings shall pay him homage.”
but there is no indication that the Magi were kings.

The word “Magi” is a Persian word (present-day Iran) that referred to
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priests who were thought to be able to interpret the stars or dreams, or
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were skilled in the occult and secret lore.

Before weekday Masses at 7:30 a.m.
Saturday: 7:30 p.m. St. Anna
Marriage: Couples are to begin
preparation 6-12 months in advance and
must call the Central Office to meet with
Father Gregory before setting a date.
Diocesan Marriage Preparation Classes
are required.
Baptism: Call to schedule Baptism.
A baptism class is offered quarterly.
Shut-Ins: Please call us.
New Parishioners: Please introduce
yourself to Father after Mass and call the
Central Office. If you are leaving our parishes
please call the central office so we can
update our census. Thank you.

P.O. Box 308,
Holdingford, MN 56340

It is not known how many Magi there were. The fact that they gave
three gifts to the infant Jesus gave rise to the assumption that there were
three Magi. Various names were given to the Magi. The ones most
commonly used (Melchior, Caspar and Balthasar) go back to the sixth
century.
The coming of the Magi is one of the most loved stories surrounding
the birth of Jesus. Why is this?

Perhaps because it is a kind of reversal. We usually think about God’s
goodness to human beings—as well we should. The story of the Magi has
it the other way around—the goodness of human beings to God. They
brought gifts and gave them to the Son of God.
We like that. We want to imitate it. But the Son of God is a hard one
to shop for. How does one give gifts to the Son of God?
Well, Jesus helped. He sort of “registered” to make it easier. He
Said, “As often as you did it for one of these least ones, you did it for
me.” (Mt 25:40)

~www.littlebooks.org

Evangelization Corner

~Kristin Molitor

Dear Friends,
Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord.
The Catechism teaches us that “the Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Messiah of Israel, Son of God and Saviour of the
world. The great feast of Epiphany celebrates the adoration of
Jesus by the wise men (magi) from the East, together with his
baptism in the Jordan and the wedding feast at Cana in
Galilee” (CCC 528).
The Wise Men in today’s Gospel are great models for our
journey of faith and we have much to learn from them.
For the sake of space, I want to offer two points the Wise Men
teach us. First, they teach us about desire. Pope Benedict writes
“The Magi set out because of a deep desire which prompted
them to leave everything and begin a journey.” The Wise Men’s
example of seeking Christ should convict our hearts. How much
do we desire Jesus? How fervently do we seek Him? Are we
willing to leave everything to follow Jesus? Are we even willing
to leave the couch to get to Mass?
The Wise Men also teach us about adoration. In
their desire and seeking, the Wise Men’s lives demonstrated
their belief that the Christ Child was the Son of God and Savior
of the World. Consequently, when they found Jesus, “they
prostrated themselves and did Him homage.” What does it
mean to adore? The Catechism teaches us that “to adore God is
to acknowledge him as God, as the Creator and Savior, the Lord
and Master of everything that exists, as infinite and merciful
Love.” (CCC #2096) Do we acknowledge God as our Creator and
Savior? Do we acknowledge Jesus as the Lord and Master of
everything that exists?

Eucharistic
Adoration
Every Monday
All Saints-St. Mary’s
8:00 a.m.– 10:00 p.m.
Every Saturday
St. Stanislaus Kostka
6:00 a.m.– 6:00 p.m.
Daily Mass Eucharistic Adoration is also held
for one hour following daily Mass on Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday. No Adoration if
there is a funeral on that day. Confession and
the Rosary begin 1/2 hour before Mass.

This Week’s Events
Sun.

January 5 Immigration Sunday

Mon.

January 6 Adoration
All Saints-St. Mary’s
7:00 p.m. Women’s Group

Tues.

January 7
All Saints-St. Mary’s
10:00 a.m. “Rejoice” Meeting

Wed.

January 8

Thur.

January 9

Fri.

January 10

Sat.

January 11
St. Stanislaus Adoration
All Saints-St. Mary’s
8:00 a.m. Men’s Prayer Group

Sun.

January 12

Like the Wise Men, our journey of faith must lead us to humble
adoration of our Lord and Savior who reveals the face of God.
“O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.”

The Healing Power of God
Teckla Scegura

Dave Scegura

Arnold Voss

Lee Larkey

We are refreshing our prayer list. Please call
the central office if you would like to have your
name or the name of a loved one added. Please
be sure to get the permission of the person you’d
like to add.
May God’s Blessing be with all those needing
prayers for good health this year and for those
who care for them.

Save the Date: Fr. Gregory’s Christmas Open
House on Tuesday, January 14th 4:30-7:30 p.m.
If you are interested in being on the schedule or
have changes in availability please contact:
Ministry Schedulers:
All Saints: Patty Becker 291-6582
St. Anna: Kathy Scegura 746-2814
St. Stanislaus: Margie Benusa 584-5405
Prayer Lines:
All Saints:
Ramona Fedor 746-2395
Kathleen Ebnet 746-2227
St. Anna:
Shirley Schwalbe 356-7209
Christine Maleska 356-7246
St. Stanislaus: Arlene Beniek 584-5235

News & Events

Grow in your Faith!

Catholic Men’s Conference –
Saturday, February 22
St. John’s University
8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. This year’s
theme is The Real Presence:
Bringing Christ to the World."
Our keynote speaker will be
Michael Havercamp, visit:
http://omf.stcdio.org/
th_event/2020-catholic-mensconference/.

Thank you to those that helped with our Christmas preparations:
Sacristans, Eucharistic Ministers, Servers, Lectors, Musicians,
Choir directors, Choir, Church decorators, Housekeepers, plowing
the parking lots and sidewalks, cookie bakers, and special thanks
to Fr. Gregory.

All Saints-St. Hedwig’s

St. Stanislaus Kostka

Weekly
Readings
Monday 1 Jn 3:22-4:6/Mt 4:12-17,
23-25
Tuesday 1 Jn 4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday 1 Jn 4:11-18/
Mk 6:45-52
Thursday 1 Jn 4:19-5:4/ Lk 4:14-22
Friday 1 Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16
Saturday 1 Jn 5:14-2/Jn 3:22-30
Sunday Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Acts 10:34-3/
Mt 3:13-17
Central Minnesota TEC celebrates
41 years of hosting Together
Encountering Christ (TEC) retreats in
the diocese of St. Cloud. It is the
largest TEC retreat program in the
United States, with more than
38,000 participants. TEC is geared
towards youth (age 16+) as well as
adults. As Pope Francis invites us to
“Moments of Encounter” with our
God and each other, TEC provides
the perfect three-day retreat
experience to do just that. Consider
taking time over the coming months
to participate in an encounter
retreat like Central Minnesota TEC.
You won’t regret it. Next retreat is
January 18-20th ,2020 Check out the
monthly TEC retreat schedule at
www.cmtec.org
St. Mary’s in Upsala will be having a
Living Rosary on Sunday, January
26th, at 7:00 pm. All ages are welcome and encouraged to partake in
this wonderful experience!

Immaculate Conception

All Saints-St. Mary’s

January 19 Vespers For Life, Sunday – Church of St. Anthony, 2405 N 1st St,
St. Cloud Rosary at 3:30 p.m. and Vespers at 4:00 p.m. with Bishop Donald
Kettler http://omf.stcdio.org/th_event/vespers-for-life-2020/
Immigration Sunday is today January 5th. We Pray:
For all refuges who are forced to flee from their homes, that God bring peace
to them and their country of origin….we pray to the Lord.
For more information on how you can help go to
www.mncatholic.org/immigrationsunday

Weekly Offering
Financial Contributions
PARISH INCOME
December 29, 2019 _______________
AS $
Unavailable due to early
IC $
bulletin deadline.
SS $
Thank you for your generosity!
For where your treasure is, there also will your
heart be.” —Luke 12: 34

Catholic United Financial

Parish News & Events

MINISTREE

Community service rooted in faith

St. Stanislaus
All Saints
Thank you to Deb Berg for cleaning All Saints-St. Hedwig’s. She
is stepping down from this position. Blessings to her on her new
job. She will be living and working in Sauk Centre.
If interested in this position, please call the Central Office.

All Cluster
Healing Power of God Prayer List
We will be refreshing the prayer list with the beginning of the
Year. If you want to be on the new list, please call the office.
Next Book for Women’s Group
Our Women’s Group will begin our next
book, Time for God on January 6th. This
book, written by Jacques Philippe, explores
the mysteries of prayer and gives you
practical tips to grow in your prayer
life. Time for God is a great follow up to
Jacques Philippe’s best selling book
Searching for and Maintaining Peace. All
women are invited to attend! Cost is $10
per book. Scholarships are available.
Contact Kristin by December 30th to reserve your copy.
2020 Calendars are here!
Pick up yours at the Central office or the back of church
as your gift from the Parish. (one per household)

When completing a task, fill out one of the
MinisTree cards found in the back of church and
turn it into the Central Office or collection
basket. If more than one person is helping with
the task, each should fill out a card. Thank you!
*Visit the Homebound
*Join the St. Stanislaus Community Outreach,
Homa Bay Committee, Christian Mothers/
Rosary Sodalilty

The Next Baptism Class is on January 12th at
11:30 a.m. in the Central Office. This class is
required before the Baptism of your first child. Call
the Central Office to sign up.
All are invited to attend our Rejoice! Advent
Meditations with St. Joseph follow up discussion
on Tuesday, January 7th at 10:00 a.m. in the basement of All Saints-St. Mary’s. We will be meeting
to share how we grew from these meditations and
to discuss how the Holy Spirit was at work in our
hearts. This will be a great opportunity to gather
as a community and to learn from one
another. Everyone welcome to attend!

He is born!
Fr. Gregory’s Christmas
Open House
Tuesday, January 14th
4:30-7:30 p.m.
after 4:00 p.m. Mass

Mass Schedule
Mon.
Jan. 6

Saint Andre Bessette, Religious
No Mass

Tues.
Jan. 7

Saint Raymond of Penafort, Priest
No Mass

Wed.
Jan. 8

No Mass

Thurs.
Jan. 9

No Mass

Fri.
Jan. 10

No Mass

Sat.
Jan. 11

8:00 p.m. Immaculate Conception

+Donna Lange

Baptism of the Lord
8:00 a.m. All Saints-St. Mary’s
10:00 a.m. St. Stanislaus

+Annie Theisen
For the People

Sun.
Jan. 12

Blessings to
Father Gregory
who will be on the
Annual Priest’s Retreat
to be held at
Christ the King
House
in Buffalo, MN

Faith Formation & GIFT (Generations In Faith Together)
Faith Formation Directors
All Saints: Katrina Kolles, 292-1575,
allsaints@tworiverscatholic.com
St. Stanislaus: Cindy Fussy, 584-5982
Immaculate Conception: Jeff Johnson
260-4959, Jeffrey. Johnson@clcmn.edu
Confirmation: Teresa LeBlanc, 420-4576
Youth Events: Shelley Vouk 248-2860
The next GIFT Night: January 15th at
7:00 p.m. All Saints-St. Hedwig’s
GIFT Night is required for Faith Formation
students and teachers grades 7th- 12th.
Parents are encouraged to attend.
All parishioners are welcome.

Please keep our Confirmation students
in your prayers. They have just returned
from their retreat.
It is said that the Three Kings who traveled to
Bethlehem were radically changed by the
experience. One account has them traveling
to India to be baptized by St. Thomas the
Apostle before their deaths.

Prayer to the Magi
O Holy Magi, you were living in continual expectation of
the rising of the Star of Jacob, which would announce the
birth of the true Son of justice; obtain for me an increase
of faith and charity, and the grace to live in continual
hope of beholding, one day, the light of heavenly glory
and eternal joy.
(Share your request…)
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen
Prayer to the Infant Jesus:
Infant Jesus, meek and mild,
look on me a little child.
Pity mine and pity me,
suffer me to come to Thee.
Heart of Jesus, I adore Thee.
Heart of Mary, I implore Thee.
Heart of Joseph, pure and just.
In these three hearts, I put my trust.
Help us Joseph in our early strife,
ever to lead a pure and blameless life.
O, Holy Magi, Pray for Us

~aleteia.org

