
Central Office in Holdingford 
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10 to 3, Thurs. 1 to 5 
Website: tworiverscatholic.com 
Office: (320) 228-0105 
Father: (320)228-0110 
In case of emergency or a death, call  
Father at the Rectory 746-2231. 
Parish Pastoral Team 
Father Gregory Mastey, Pastor 
Kristin Molitor, 
New Evangelization  Coordinator 
evangelist@tworiverscatholic.com 
Janice Wuebkers Business Manager 
Office hours: Wed. 10 to 3 p.m. 
businessmanager@tworiverscatholic.com 
Jessie Johnson, Secretary 
secretary@tworiverscatholic.com 
Confession Times: 
Before weekday Masses at 7:30 a.m.  
Saturday:  7:30 p.m.  St. Anna 

Marriage: Couples are to begin  

preparation 6-12 months in advance and 
must call the Central Office to meet with 
Father Gregory before setting a date.  
Diocesan Marriage Preparation Classes 
are required. 

 Baptism: Call  to schedule Baptism.  

A baptism class is offered quarterly. 

Shut-Ins: Please call us. 

New Parishioners: Please introduce  
yourself to Father after Mass and call the  
Central Office. If you are leaving our parishes 
please call the central office so we can  
update our census. Thank you. 

P.O. Box 308,  
Holdingford, MN 56340  
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Immaculate Conception, St. Anna  
     The First Sunday of Lent 

                                                  March 1, 2020  

The Gaze of St. Michael 
     In October of 2018, I attended Mass with my wife on a very chilly Sunday at All 
Saints-St. Hedwig’s in Holdingford. While my general thoughts that morning—that 
someone should turn the heat on—have faded, I’ll carry forever the image of the 
last moment, which happened when Fr. Gregory Mastey with neither fanfare nor 
introduction suddenly started reciting the Prayer to St. Michael. Since then,  
principally in ordinary time, Fr. Gregory has ended Mass this way ever since, as we 
did with all the Masses of the world from 1884 to 1965; its quiet discontinuation was 
one of the many decisions of Vatican II. Each time he leads us in this prayer to the 
Archangel who defends us against a nearly ruined, post Christian world, I truly feel 
the gaze of St. Michael on our parishes.  
     It is not hard to imagine Lucifer when he beheld the gaze of St. Michael, that sad 
morning he proclaimed I will not serve, and was swept from heaven along with bil-
lions of other dissenting angels. More than one demon has admitted to exorcists 
that part of their surprise over the divine rebuke was simple: prior to the fall, Mi-
chael was the tiniest, quietest of all angels, but Our Father Who Art in Heaven is a 
confirmed ironist, and God obviously can rewrite job descriptions.  
     Abraham likely saw a gentle gaze in the old testament when St. Michael took him 
on a tour of the world just before he died, but Satan likely saw a sterner visage when 
they had a dispute about what to do with Moses’ body. This is when St. Michael 
breathes the only line he gets in the entire Bible: The Lord Rebuke You.  
     And while it is only reported in the Gospel of Luke, we move sorrowfully to the 
Garden of Gethsemane; as The Passion of our Lord inevitably begins, and as Jesus is 
thinking of his sleeping friends, the stars, and the smells of the carpentry shop, a 
single angel appears to console him in a flash of light. The angel is given no name, 
but I believe in that moment He beheld the face of His beloved friend St. Michael, 
and I imagine words of fair encouragement as they heard Judas leading the mob 
through the brush.  
     Moving further, we can likely conclude the gaze of St. Michael was one of the 
many things St. John beheld when he was on the Island of Patmos, writing the Book 
of Revelation during the terrible days of Emperor Nero. Here, we are told of a great 
war that broke out in heaven, that Satan and his minions fought back, were utterly 
trounced, and that Satan “went off to wage war against…those who keep God’s 
commands and hold fast their testimony about Jesus” (Revelation 12:7). This is the 
last scriptural reference to the protector of the Catholic Church, but his work was 
just beginning.  
     Shrines to St. Michael abound, and the earliest likely to see his face was in 493, 
when he appeared to an Italian bishop and consecrated a nearby cave known to this 
minute as Sanctuary of Monte Sant’Angelo sul Gargano. He appeared a thousand 
years later in the same spot, and told another bishop, “I am the Archangel St. Mi-
chael. Anyone who uses the stones of this grotto will be liberated.” These stones are 
available to everyone, and it is a comfort to gaze at my relic stones nestled on my 
shelves full of poetry books.  
     Our Lady of Fatima beckoned to St. Michael in 1917, and he came to be part of 
the most extraordinary supernatural Catholic event since the resurrection. On Octo-
ber 13th, while 100,000 people were enthralled by the Miracle of the Sun, St. Mi-
chael was among the final dramatic images projected to little Lucia, Jancinta, and 
Francesco. Though he is not named, it is possible the children met St. Michael the 
year before when in a small pasture they were offered their first communion, and 
the Blood of Christ from an angel with a floating chalice. He was there to prepare 
them, since everything that has been, is, or will be emanates from The Eucharist.  
     And exactly 33 years before this astonishing day, Pope Leo XIII suddenly inhabited 
a locution during which he heard Satan bragging to God that he could destroy his 
Church if he had enough time and enough power. This of course, is the story of Job 
writ large, and God, knowing his mercy would trump the worst Satan could ever do, 
takes the bet again and grants him 100 years. Famously, before he would do another 
thing, Pope Leo XIII moved quickly to his study and took up a pen he knew had the 
Prayer to St. Michael in it, and then he wrote it.  
     In my heart, I believe St. Michael’s gaze was on that great pope as he wrote, and 
this is available to any parish, or parishioner who brings this great devotion back like 
my pastor did!                                                                                    ~Jeffrey Johnson 



Prayer Lines:   
All Saints:           Ramona Fedor 746-2395 
                  Kathleen Ebnet 746-2227  
St. Anna:            Shirley Schwalbe 356-7209 
                       Christine Maleska 356-7246 
St. Stanislaus:   Arlene Beniek 584-5235  

The Healing Power of God 

Eucharistic  

Adoration 
 Every Monday  
 All Saints-St. Mary’s 
 8:00 a.m.– 10:00 p.m. 
 Every Saturday 
 St. Stanislaus Kostka  
 6:00 a.m.– 6:00 p.m. 
 Daily Mass  Eucharistic Adoration is also held  
 for one hour following daily Mass on Monday,         
 Wednesday and Thursday. No Adoration if  
 there is a funeral on that day. Confession and     
the Rosary begin 1/2 hour before Mass. 

 Evangelization Corner   ~Kristin Molitor                                                                                                                             

If you are interested in being on the schedule or 
have changes in availability please contact: 

 Ministry Schedulers: 
 All Saints:    Patty Becker 291-6582 
 St. Anna:  Kathy Scegura 746-2814 

This Week’s Events 

Teckla Scegura, Dave Scegura, Lee Larkey and Arnold Voss, Connie 
Young, Gretta Bayer, Lee Bieniek, Al Hartung, Kieran Kloss, Heidi 
Quinlan, Arlene Beniek, Lawrence Trettel, Melissa Scepurek, Baby 
Wyatt, Reagan Zierden, LeRoy Johannes, Rita K. Trettel, Bernard 
Kolles, Sharon Prokott 

Please let Father Gregory know if you are going into the hospital 
so he can visit. Let us know if you’d like to be on the bulletin  
prayer list and/or call your prayer line representative. 

 

Remember in prayer all who are in need  
of the Lord’s healing and strength especially: 

Dear Friends, 
 

Now that March is here, most of us Minnesotans will spend a 
good amount of time speculating on the arrival of warmer 
weather.  While spring peeked out last weekend to say “hi,” 
none of us will be too surprised if we see snow in the  
upcoming forecast. Winter, after all, never really likes to leave 
without a fight. 
 
Even in years when winter has been particularly ornery, none 
of us ever question if spring will come, just when it will come. 
Experience tells us that spring comes at different times and in 
different ways, but it always comes. Even the harshest winter 
will eventually yield to the gradual warmth of spring. 
 
Today we celebrate the first Sunday of Lent. The word Lent  is 
derived from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten, which means 
“spring.” Spring is the season where we begin to experience 
new life envelop around us.  The season of lent propels us  
towards new life.  If we enter into this season with intention, 
we too will begin to see a slow and gradual thaw in the frozen 
and bitter places of our hearts. 
 
Friends, what areas of your heart needs new life?  Where does 
your heart feel harsh and bitter? What is weighing you down? 
What needs to die so that you can experience new life? 
 
This lent, go to confession, forgive, let go of grudges, give up 
attachments to shallow things, pray, be charitable, hold your 
tongue, fast, and exercise self-control.  Is this a tall order?   
Absolutely.  But I promise you that if you cooperate with the 
Holy Spirit, you will see new life.  It might not come right 
away, but it will come. 
 
Do you desire greater joy in your life?  Dare to go “all in” this 
lent and let the Holy Spirit lead you to greater joy, freedom, 
and peace. 

Sun. March 1 Family Fishing Outing 

Mon. March 2 Adoration 
All Saints-St. Mary’s 
10:15 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. Women’s Group 

Tues. March 3 

Wed. March 4 
All Saints-St. Mary’s 
4:00 p.m. Rosary Walk for Life. 

Thur. March 5 
All Saints-St. Mary’s 
9:00 a.m. Quilting 
6:30 p.m. Finance Council 
8:00 p.m. St. Isidore Knights of Columbus 

Fri. March 6 Fish Fry 

Sat. March 7 
St. Stanislaus  Adoration 

All Saints-St. Mary’s 
8:00 a.m. Men’s Prayer Group 
Immaculate Conception 
9:00 a.m. First Communion Retreat 

Sun. March 8 Firefighter’s Breakfast 



News & Events 

Monday Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/ 
    Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday  Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday Est C;12, 14-16, 23-25/ 
    Mt 7:7-12 
Friday  Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48 
Sunday Gn 12:1-4a/2 Tm 1:8b-10/

Mt 17:1-9 

Weekly Offering 

Knights of Columbus 

   

Weekly  Readings 

Financial Contributions 
                       PARISH  INCOME  

   February  23, 2020 _______________ 
   AS     $  4,011.75     
   IC      $  1,734.25        
   SS     $  1,741.40        

 Thank you for your generosity! 
  For where your treasure is, there also  

will your heart be.” —Luke 12: 34 
   

Women’s Lenten Retreat:  
“The Saints within Us” sponsored by  
the St. Cloud Diocesan Council of  
Catholic Women will be March 14th, 
8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.at Sacred Heart, 
Sauk Rapids. Cost is $15 before March 
1st and $20 after. Make checks  
payable to DCCW and mail to: Marlyce 
Plante, 2293 Pinecone Road, Sartell 
MN 56377 visit:stclouddccw.org or 
contact Teresa Ripplinger 247-2990  
for more information. 

Ham Bingo Fundraiser for  
Melissa Scepurek Sun., April 5th 
Melissa is a St. Stanislaus  
parishioner who had a kidney  
transplant in March 2019. She is 
having health problems. Due to this, 
she is unable to work and is having 
financial difficulties. If you are  
interested in helping with the  
benefit or making a monetary dona-
tion or prize donation for the raffle 
please contact: Rita Trettel  
360-6767 or Joanne  Fussy 584-5670  

St. Isidore Council 
Family Fishing Outing sponsored by 
the St. Isidore Knights will be held 
on Sunday, March 1st from Noon to 
3 p.m. on Two Rivers Lake for kids 
and adults. Hot Dogs and snacks will 
be provided. This is open to all—not 
just Knights and their families. No 
experience necessary.—we will 
teach you. We have some fishing 
equipment available. Follow the 
signs posted. Contact: Grand Knight 
Jayme Panek 290-7752 for questions 

The Annual Cash Raffle 
Tickets are available now. Contact  
Duane Kunstleben (320) 290-3062 
or Jamie Panek (320) 290 7752 or 
any Knight’s members. Winners will 
be announced May 7th. 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal: Thank you 
to everyone who responded to 
Commitment Weekend with a gift 
for ministries supporting our lives. If 
you haven’t yet made a gift, you can 
bring your envelope to Mass, visit 
www.stcdio.org/annualappeal or 
mail a gift to: Bishop’s Annual Ap-
peal, PO Box 1538, St. Cloud, MN 
56302. 

Lenten healing Mass March 22     
Onamia • The Crosier Fathers and 
Brothers invite all to a Lenten healing 
Mass at the National Shrine of St. 
Odilia at 9 a.m. Mass  includes the 
anointing of the sick and the ritual 
blessing with the relic of St. Odilia. 
Coffee and rolls served in Holy Cross 
Center following Mass.                       

Taize Prayer around the cross from 
7-8 p.m. at St. Mary’s Cathedral, St. 
Cloud will be on March 6th and 20th 

Holdingford Firefighters Relief  
Association Breakfast  

Sunday, March 8th from 8:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. at the Holdingford City 

Center. Free will donation.  
pancakes, eggs sausage, ham, hash 

browns, fruit, and caramel rolls 
Contact: Doug Legatt 250-2855 

May Eternal Rest 

Be Granted to  

Patricia Kolodjeski 
Funeral was   

 February 20, 2020 

 Immaculate Conception 

May Eternal Rest 

Be Granted to  

Janet Rogalla 

Burial  was   

 February 20, 2020 

 All Saints-St. Mary’s 

May Eternal Rest 

Be Granted to  

Alfred Slivnik 

Burial was   

 February 21, 2020 

 St. Stanislaus Kostka 

 Newly  

 Baptized      
     Alaina Marie Sobania 
 Child  of Janessa &Trevor 

           February 23, 2020 

       All Saints-St. Mary’s 

Crosier Fathers   
& Brothers 

The Daughters of Isabella’s meeting 
is on March 2nd at St. Mary’s Church 
in Little Falls, at 6:00 p.m. 



Parish News & Events Catholic United Financial 

M I N I S T R E E 
Community service rooted in faith 

 

Baptism Class  is offered 4 times a year 

and is required before the Baptism of your first 
child. The next class is April 12th, 11:30 a.m. in 
the Central Office.  Call 228-0105 to register.   

When completing a task, fill out one of the  
MinisTree cards found in the back of church and 
turn it into the Central Office or collection  
basket. If more than one person is helping with 
the task, each should fill out a card. Thank you! 
*Visit the Homebound 
*Make a meal for someone in need 
*Bring bars to a luncheon 
*Snow shoveling for your neighbor 

All Saints 
Feasibility Study Books  
Remember when you read the book ALL comments are not factual. 
Some questions come off as opinions. The answers we  give on 
handouts are factual to the best of our knowledge. 20 Feasibility 
Books are available for checkout at the Central Office. 

St. Stanislaus 
Sacristy makeover  
As we are replacing the cabinets in the sacristy, we will be taking 
bids on the old ones until March 8th. Send bids to the Central 
Office for Fr. Gregory. You are welcome to look at them in the  
sacristy. If you have any questions please contact Marion Leners 
573-2926.   

All Cluster 
Rosary for Life  Everyone is welcome to join in to stand up for 

life! March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st at All Saints-St. Mary’s 
from 4:00-5:00 p.m. Meet inside church-Rosary for Life or outside 
church-Walk for Life. 
Thank you  to all who attended the Mardi Gras Party last Sunday. 
200 people came to the Legion to celebrate. Thank you, also, to 
those who volunteered their time in any way and to those who 
brought all the delicious treats. Have a Blessed, Holy and Fruitful  
Lent. Thank you to Virginia Tretter for coordinating this event! 

Quilting Everyone is welcome on Thursdays at All Saints-St. 

Mary’s Basement starting at 9:00 a.m.to help/learn to quilt. Come 
for as long or short of time as you’d like.  Lunch will be served. 
Everyone welcome at any skill level. Come and learn a new skill and 
be part of this tradition!    ~Teresa Ripplinger (320) 247-2990 
Parish Directory Update: In April we will be updating our Parish 
Directory. Anyone can update their photo especially those with life 
changes such as marriage or baptism. A printout of our parishioner 
list will be at the back of church. Please take this  
opportunity to update your information-cell phones, emails etc. 
Here’s a chance to update information for your grown-up  
children: Do they still want to be members and receive their own  
contribution envelopes? Please help us update our Parish database. 
Thank you! 

Lenten Bus Pilgrimage  
Father Gregory will lead this  

pilgrimage on  Sunday, March 15th, 
from 11:15a.m. –5:00 p.m. 

Light pilgrimage lunch provided. 
Call the Central Office to pay and 

sign up. 228-0105. $10 per person 
and $50 per family. Only 50 spots 

available. Let’s pray and travel  
together on this Lenten journey.  

 

All Cluster Confessions  
Lenten confessions will 
be on March 29th from 
2:00-5:00 p.m. at   
St. Stanislaus, Bowlus 

Prepare  

for 

Lent 

We are expecting 2 visitors from St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral parish in Homa Bay, Kenya, in April. They will 
each need a home to stay in for about 13 nights. 
Dates are not finalized, but would most likely be 
April 15th – April 28th, 2020. It is preferred they 
stay in the same home the whole time. 
Hosts would need to provide their guest their 
own bed/bedroom and breakfast most mornings. 
Most other meals would be provided by others 
within the community, and at some community 
events.  
Anyone wishing to host delegates for meals, 
events, tours, or other activities, are encouraged 
to do so. It is a good opportunity to get to know 
people from an African culture. This will be an 
unforgettable experience of a lifetime! 
If you are interested in hosting for the 2 weeks, or 
a few hours, or just want to share a meal, please 
call Janel Heinen (320-290-2877), or Marvin 
Skwira (320-428-5039). 

Online Giving allows you to make donations, 
payments, and pledges via your smart device or 
computer to your church anywhere anytime, 
even on vacation. Download the app today! 



  

Faith Formation & GIFT (Generations In Faith Together) 

Mass Schedule  

Mon. 
Mar. 2 

 
8:00 a.m. St. Stanislaus and Stations 

 
+Jeffrey Kalis 

Tues. 
Mar. 3 

Saint Katharine Drexel, Virgin 
7:00 p.m. All Saints-St. Mary’s and Stations 

 
+Dan Wielenberg 

Wed. 
Mar. 4 

Saint Casimir 
8:00 a.m. All Saints-St. Hedwig’s 

+Roger Wohletz, Norbert & Veronica 
  Toenies 

Thurs. 
Mar. 5 

 

8:00 a.m. Immaculate Conception and Stations 
  
+Robert and Joan Keppers 

Fri.  
Mar. 6 

First Friday 
No Mass 

 

Sat. 
Mar. 7 

First Saturday/Saints Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs 
8:00 p.m. Immaculate Conception 

For the living and deceased members 
of the St. Anna Christian Mothers 

Sun.   
Mar. 8 

The Second Sunday of Lent 
8:00 a.m. All Saints-St. Mary’s 
10:00 a.m. St. Stanislaus  

 
For the People 
+John Waletski 

  
 

Faith Formation Directors 
 All Saints: Katrina Kolles, 292-1575,  

   allsaints@tworiverscatholic.com 
 St. Stanislaus: Cindy Fussy, 584-5982 
 Immaculate Conception: Jeff Johnson 
260-4959, Jeffrey.Johnson@clcmn.edu 
Confirmation: Teresa LeBlanc 420-4576 
Youth Events: Shelley Vouk 248-2860 

 
 
 

Lenten Fish Fries 
Pelican Lake Ballroom 

 

March 6th & 13th 
5:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

Be generous and help to  
Support our Youth Group  

for their  
Summer trips! 

Father Gregory will have Stations of the Cross this week:  Monday at 8:30 a.m. at St. Stanislaus, Tuesday at 
7:30 p.m. at All Saints-St. Mary’s, Thursday, at 8:30 a.m. at Immaculate Conception. Always check bulletin. 

The last GIFT Night: March 11th, 7:00 p.m. All Saints-St. Hedwig’s   
Lent: The Real Presence . Learn some exciting resources for Lent and 
watch an episode of Presence on FORMED.GIFT Night is required for 
Faith Formation students grades 7th- 12th. Parents are encouraged  to attend 
and all are welcome. 

Congratulations to  Ben Boyd (St. Stanilaus) the Knights of 

Columbus Free Throw Contest Regional winner making 20 

out of 25 throws. On to the State Competition! 


