Jesus
is near
us!
Central Office in Holdingford
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10 to 3, Thurs. 1 to 5

Website: tworiverscatholic.com
Office: (320) 228-0105
Father: (320) 228-0110
In case of emergency or a death, call
Father at the Rectory 746-2231.

Parish Pastoral Team
Father Gregory Mastey, Pastor
Kristin Molitor,
New Evangelization Coordinator

evangelist@tworiverscatholic.com
Janice Wuebkers, Business Manager
Office hours: Wed. 10 to 3 p.m.
businessmanager@tworiverscatholic.com

Jessie Johnson, Secretary

secretary@tworiverscatholic.com
Confession Times:
Before weekday Masses at 7:30 a.m.
Saturday: 7:30 p.m. St. Anna
Marriage: Couples are to begin
preparation 6-12 months in advance and
must call the Central Office to meet with
Father Gregory before setting a date.
Diocesan Marriage Preparation Classes
are required.
Baptism: Call to schedule Baptism.
A baptism class is offered quarterly.
Shut-Ins: Please call us.
New Parishioners: Please introduce
yourself to Father after Mass and call the
Central Office. If you are leaving our parishes
please call the central office so we can
update our census. Thank you.

P.O. Box 308,
Holdingford, MN 56340

The Catholic Communities of
Bowlus, Holdingford and St. Anna
St. Stanislaus Kostka, Bowlus
All Saints, Holdingford
Immaculate Conception, St. Anna
Third Sunday of Easter
April 26, 2020

The
Crowning
of our
Blessed
Virgin Mary
Honoring Mary in May
Long has it been tradition, around May 1st, for First Communion students
to walk in procession carrying a wreath of flowers to crown Mary. This is
the way we show a special honor to Our Mother in thankfulness for her
guidance and constant intercession. She is the Queen of Heaven and Earth!
Along with delayed First Communion we will also miss May Crowning in our
churches. When we are together as a community, there is an amazing
feeling of hope as we watch such young ones all dressed in white, so newly
able to receive the Eucharist, honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary with a
crown of flowers. This is one of many traditions we will look forward once
we can be together again.
How can we Honor Mary at home?
Many people have a statue of Mary and keep a vase of flowers near,
especially during the whole month of May honoring Mary. (If you don’t
have a Mary statue or would like an additional one, you can visit Headley’s
hardware). Some of us have Forsythia or Dogwood branches that will
bloom soon or can be put in a vase of water and forced to bloom early in
our warm houses. Tulips and other early flowers are not far behind. We
have so much access to the great outdoors that it might be fun to go for
walks each day and see what you can find to add to Mary’s bouquet.
A website that teaches about Mary with activities to celebrate her May
Crowning is: thereligionteacher.com
The website has resources to answer questions for your kids or yourself
like: Why is Mary known as Queen of Heaven? There are suggestions for
bible passages to help meditate on Mary as well as for Marian Devotions. In
addition there are May Crowning activities, worksheets and crafts.
Father Gregory suggests the Litany of Loreto as a special prayer for Mary
found on www.ewtn.com. More information on www.therosary.info

Evangelization Corner ~Kristin Molitor
Dear Friends,
Where have you encountered Jesus during this time of sheltering
in place? Have you experience Him in your family, your marriage
or rekindled friendships? Are you using this time of slowing down
to enter into prayer?
Unfortunately, on more days than I’d care to admit, I’ve lost sight
of Jesus by focusing more on the “ideal” instead of Him. Ideally,
churches would be open. Ideally, we would’ve celebrated Holy
Week and Easter together with beautiful liturgical celebrations.
Ideally, I’d be able to minister to people without having to mess
with Zoom. Ideally, ideally, ideally...Can you relate?
Pope Francis reminds us that the Lord does not wait for perfect
situations to reveal Himself to us. Rather, He creates them!
In todays Gospel account of the Road to Emmaus, St. Luke tells us
that while the disciples were conversing and debating about all
that had happened, “Jesus himself drew near and walked with
them.”
Jesus drew near.
In their shattered hopes and expectations, Jesus drew near. In
their downcast spirits, Jesus drew near. In their misunderstanding
of Him and His mission, Jesus drew near.
During this difficult time of quarantine and Mass suspension,
Jesus is drawing near to walk with us too. Are our eyes, like the
disciples’ eyes, also prevented from seeing him? If we don’t see
Him in our current situation, we should ask ourselves what we’re
focusing on instead. Are we fixated on the way things should be,
used to be, or will be?
Jesus never comes to us in the “ideal,” so let’s stop looking for
Him to appear there. Jesus only comes to us in the “real.”
So what ever situation we find ourselves in during this difficult
time, let’s look for Jesus to come! He will not only draw near, He
will make Himself known in beautiful and profound ways.

The Healing Power of God
Remember in prayer all who are in need
of the Lord’s healing and strength especially:
Teckla Scegura, Dave Scegura, Lee Larkey and Arnold Voss, Connie
Young, Gretta Bayer, Lee Bieniek, Al Hartung, Kieran Kloss, Heidi
Quinlan, Arlene Beniek, Lawrence Trettel, Melissa Scepurek, Baby
Wyatt, Reagan Zierden, LeRoy Johannes, Rita K. Trettel, Bernard
Kolles, Sharon Prokott, Sara Sobania, Mabeline Sobania

Eucharistic
Adoration
virtualadoration.
home.blog
(sites from all over
the world)

This Week’s Online Events
Updates from Father Gregory Visit our website:
www.tworiverscatholic.com
Catholic Radio
K-YES Radio 1180 www.kyesradio.com
Father Gregory’s Radio Show is every Friday on
K-YES Radio 1180 AM or 93.5 PM at 8:30 a.m. or
6:30 p.m. Tune in for updates and inspiration.
KASM Radio 1150 AM
Rosary with Father at 6:00 p.m. daily
relevantradio.com
Contemporary Christian Music
SPIRIT 92.9 FM www.spirit929.com
Read online:
The Word Among Us and Magnificat Magazines
FREE at wau.org/coronavirus or
https://us.magnificat.net
Other Masses:
http://www.wordonfire.org/ Bishop Barron
http://www.catholictv.org/masses Catholic TV
http://www.ewtn.com/tv/watch-live
http://yourcatholicradiostation.com
Websites for resources and prayer:
www.tworiverscatholic.com
www.238catholic.org

Please join Father Gregory
on Facebook to celebrate
Mass this Sunday,
April 26th at 9:00 a.m.
Prayer Lines:
All Saints: Ramona Fedor 746-2395
Kathleen Ebnet 746-2227
St. Anna: Shirley Schwalbe 356-7209
Christine Maleska 356-7246
St. Stanislaus: Arlene Beniek 584-5235

News & Events
A Letter from the Bishop

Missing Father Gregory?

While mitigation efforts to date have
helped, the coronavirus continues to
pose a serious health threat, particularly
to the elderly and those with underlying
illnesses. Even people who don’t show
symptoms can be carriers of this virus,
thus putting others at risk. After consulting with members of my staff, local
health authorities and others, I have
decided the following:
The suspension of weekday and
weekend Masses is extended through
Friday, May 15. Church buildings and
parish offices, should remain closed to
the public during this time. There
should be no Eucharistic Adoration.
There should be no gatherings of any
kind of more than 10 people.
Live streaming and/or recording private
Masses for the faithful to view is still
permissible. Please limit those who
participate in these Masses to as few
people as possible. Communion should
not be distributed to anyone during
these Masses; you may distribute
Communion to those assisting with the
Mass-but only after Mass has ended,
under the species of bread and in the
hand.
You can continue to offer the
sacrament of reconciliation, but it
must be by appointment only.
First Communions should be delayed
until after May 15.
If a wedding needs to take place during
This time, it must be done outside of
Mass with no more than 10 people
Present. They must already have a
Marriage license.
Funeral Masses remain prohibited
During this period; graveside services
are allowed with no more than 10
people present. A memorial Mass
should be scheduled for a date after
May 15.
Baptisms should be rescheduled.
Confirmations for the entire month of
May are canceled.
I continue to pray for you, and ask you
to pray for me. ~Bishop Donald Kettler

Go to our website to watch Mass
and Night Prayer with Father:
www.tworiverscatholic.com.
Connect with Father on Facebook.
Send him a card for encouragement.
You can still leave messages for him
on the office phone. Please keep
him in your prayers as he is keeping
you in his.
April 29th is the feast day of
Catherine of Siena
Born during an outbreak of the
plague in Italy, March 25th 1347,
St. Catherine convinced her family
to let her live the life she was called
to after fasting and devotion to her
family. She did not choose to live in
a convent by joined the Third Order
of St. Dominic so that she could
assist her family at home and still be
associated with a religious society.
At age 21, she experienced her
“Mystical Marriage to Christ” and
afterwards began a public life
assisting the poor and sick. In 1377
she established a monastery for
women.
Instrumental in promoting peace,
St. Catherine’s writing helped
persuade the Pope in Avignon to
return, restoring the Papacy to Rome.
She wrote over 400 letters, her
Dialogue and prayers, all of which
were so influential that she was
declared a Doctor of the Church.
~Catholic Online

Weekly Readings
Monday Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29
Tuesday Acts 7:51-8:1a/ Jn 6:30-35
Wednesday Acts 8:1b-8/Jn 6:35-40
Thursday Acts 8:26-40/Jn 6:44-51
Friday Acts 9:1-20/Jn 6:52-59/ or Gn
1:26-2:3/ or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24
Mt 13:54-58
Saturday Acts 9:31-42/ Jn 6:60-69
Sunday Acts 2:14a, 36-41/ 1 Pt
2:20b-25/ Jn 10:1-10
Mass Intentions

you are welcome to make requests
by sending the person’s name $10,
and preferred date to the Central
Office.
During these challenging times we
encourage you to contribute to your
church. You can still mail in your
contribution to the Central Office or
drop it off at Stearns Bank in
Holdingford. See below if you’d like
to start automatic contributions
online. Thank you!
Sign up for automatic contributions!
Go to the URL address for your
church as listed below. Click on
“Sign up for Your New Account” and
complete your initial registration.
Please call 800-348-2886 Option 2
for assistance. Thank you!
URL Addresses:
All Saints, Holdingford, MN

www.osvonlinegiving.com/1723
Immaculate Conception, St. Anna

www.osvonlinegiving.com/1720
St.Stanislaus Kostka, Bowlus, MN

www.osvonlinegiving.com/4543
Weekly Offering

Financial Contributions
Parish income
To learn more about St. Catherine
go to FORMED.org to listen to :
Catherine of Siena.

Thank you for your generosity!

For where your treasure is, there also
will your heart be.” —Luke 12: 34

Parish News & Events
A message from the Stearns County Emergency Operations Center
Liaison, Kristen Tschida (320) 650-5814 and Holdingford Mayor,
Susan Marstein. Please take these precautions at work or in public.
Social distancing at the workplace:
Encourage staff to telework (when feasible), particularly those with
underlying conditions.
Implement on-site social distancing measures:
Increase physical space between workers at the worksite.
Stagger work schedules.
Decrease social contacts in the workplace (meetings, lunch breaks)
Close work areas to the public (when feasible)
Limit large work-related gatherings (staff meetings)
Limit non-essential work travel (local, domestic, international).
When travel is necessary, limit the number of people per vehicle.
Maintain a distance of 6 feet apart.
Wash your hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
Hand sanitizer should be at least 60% alcohol ( if soap not available).
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or the inside of your elbow
when you sneeze or cough.
Clean AND disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.
Avoid using other employees’ phones, desks, or other work tools.
Consider increasing ventilation rates.
More info can be found on these websites:
MDH: https;//www.healt.state.mn.us/diseases/coroavirus/businesses.html
CDC: https;//www.ee.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/
organizations/businessesemployers.html
Should I wear a mask when visiting the grocery stores or pharmacies?
Yes, masks or cloth face coverings help prevent your germs from being
spread to others. People can be infected with the virus without symptoms.
Wearing a loose mask does not protect you from others who may spread
the virus. So, you need to social distance yourself from others and wash
your hands.
People who are sick should stay home. Call your health care provider
before going into the clinic. Wear a mask if you go to the clinic.
Do not place a mask on young children under 2 or someone who could
not remove the mask without assistance.
More info can be found on the following websites:
MDH: https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/guidance.
html#ppe
CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/
diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
Additional helpful websites:
Catholic Health Association coronavirus resources: http://www.chausa.org/
mewsroom/coronavirus-resources.
Taking care of your mental health int eh face of cuncertainty: http://
thecentralminnesotacatholic.org/taking care-of-your-mental-health-in-theface-of-uncertainly.
Central Minnesota Council on Aging-Telephone reassurance and home
delivered meals: CMCOA-resources.docz

Social distancing is SLOWING down the spread of the virus to help
give those most affected the chance of medical care. Observing
these precautions will rid our community FASTER because the
virus cannot spread if it doesn’t have the next host to spread to.
We in rural communities know how to be self sufficient but please
check in with your neighbors to see if they are doing okay and just
for friendly conversations.
~Jessie Johnson, Parish Nurse
“ Never let ourselves doubt God’s loving, welcoming presence to
someone who prays to Him” ~Jacques Philippe, Time for God.

Catholic United Financial

MINISTREE

Community service rooted in faith

When completing a task, fill out one of the
MinisTree cards found in the back of church and
turn it into the Central Office or collection
basket. If more than one person is helping with
the task, each should fill out a card. Thank you!
*Call your neighbor to see how they are doing.
*Make a meal for someone in need
*Volunteer to deliver meals
Well-Read Mom Group will be meeting through a
Zoom internet meeting on April 28th from 3:305:00 p.m. We will be discussing the 1971 Pulitzer
Prize winning novel-Angel of Repose by Wallace
Stegner. This group welcomes new members.
Please call or text Susan at (320) 224-6052.
We created a page on our website to give you
updates from our office and spiritual resources:
www.tworiverscatholic.com click on "COVID-19
Updates and Spiritual Resources.
The booklet “Daily
Reflections for Easter to
Pentecost” is available for
download on our website:
www.tworiverscatholic.com
and click on the "Holy Week
and Easter Resources" tab.

Divine Mercy Reflections
FORMED daily returns with a powerful reflection
series based on highlighted clips from the
Augustine Institute Original Series, Divine Mercy:
In the Second Greatest Story Ever Told.
Starting on Divine Mercy Sunday, encounter
God’s love and mercy as interwoven through the
transformative messages of Saint Faustina, Mary
at Fatima, Saint Maximilian Kolbe, and Pope Saint
John Paul ll.

Grow in your FAITH everyday!
FORMED To sign up for FREE visit:

https://tworiverscatholic.formed.org. Get the
free app for your phone at: app.formed.org to
grow in faith on the go.

Mass Schedule
Mon.
April 27 Private Mass said by Fr. Gregory

The Real Presence of Jesus!
Blessed be God.
Blessed be His Holy Name.
Blessed be Jesus Christ,

Saint Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr; Saint
Tues.
April 28 Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest
Private Mass said by Fr. Gregory

Make an act of faith

Make an act of love

Saint Catherine of Siena; Virgin and Doctor
Wed.
April 29 of the Church
Private Mass said by Fr. Gregory

Come up with your own prayer
or use a traditional one to
express to the Lord our faith in
real presence in the Eucharist .

Say a prayer that expresses
your love and gratitude to
the Lord, Thank Him for His
infinite love as well.

Saint Pius V, Pope
Thurs.
April 30 Private Mass said by Fr. Gregory

true God and true Man.

Fri.
May 1

First Friday-Saint Joseph the Worker

The 4 steps for
Spiritual Communion

No Mass

~Catholic Link

Sat.
May 2

First Saturday– Saint Athanasius, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church.

No Mass
Sun.
May 3

Fourth Sunday of Easter
No Mass

Express your desire to receive
Him As you are not able to
physically receive the Lord,
Express your desire to receive
Him in your heart.

Invite Jesus to come into
your heart. With a humble
and contrite heart we ask the
the Lord to come to us just as
He would if we were able to

Faith Formation & GIFT (Generations In Faith Together)
St. Stanislaus Religious Education program is collecting
letters and pictures for nursing homes. Visit the St. Stanislaus Faith Formation page at www.tworiverscatholic.com
to print out sheets. We will collect sheets when the church
reopens. The All Saints and Immaculate Conception Faith
Formation Students are encouraged to print out the sheets
as well. All Saints students should continues to visit our
website for weekly lessons.
Resources for kids:
www.biblekids.eu
Resources for Teens –Virtual Youth Conference with
renowned Catholic Speakers:
http://projectym.com/live/soon
Resources from Catholic Education Ministries for faith:
http://familytogether.stcdio.org

Faith Formation Directors
All Saints: Katrina Kolles, 292-1575,
allsaints@tworiverscatholic.com
St. Stanislaus: Cindy Fussy, 584-5982
Immaculate Conception: Jeff Johnson 260-4959,
Jeffrey.Johnson@clcmn.edu
Confirmation: Teresa LeBlanc 420-4576
confirmation@tworiverscatholic.com
Youth Events: Shelley Vouk 248-2860

Mass Intentions this week said by Father Gregory”
Ernie Popp x2
Frank and Gladys Larkey
Frank and Helen Fedor

Sophie Zwak
Ann Parsons
Weekend Mass for the People

I do believe it is important for you to know that each week
I have been celebrating my private Mass not at my rectory
but rather in the four churches in our Cluster. I have been
praying about who are the two or three people who will
represent the rest of you at those masses. I’ve been trying
my best to get through the Mass intentions that are in the
book. But because I am not doing three masses on the
weekend, some haven’t been said. I will keep records with
our secretary to be sure we don’t miss any.

Plan a

May Crowning
at home! See the
front of this bulletin
for resources to
celebrate our

Blessed Mother

