
Central Office in Holdingford 
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10 to 3, Thurs. 1 to 5 
Website: tworiverscatholic.com 
Office: (320) 228-0105 
Father: (320) 228-0110 
In case of emergency or a death, call  
Father at the Rectory 746-2231. 
Parish Pastoral Team 
Father Gregory Mastey, Pastor 
Kristin Molitor, 
New Evangelization Coordinator 
evangelist@tworiverscatholic.com 
Janice Wuebkers, Business Manager 
Office hours: Wed. 10 to 3 p.m. 
businessmanager@tworiverscatholic.com 
Jessie Johnson, Secretary 
secretary@tworiverscatholic.com 
Confession Times: 
By appointment only 

Marriage: Couples are to begin  

preparation 6-12 months in advance and 
must call the Central Office to meet with 
Father Gregory before setting a date.  
Diocesan Marriage Preparation Classes 
are required. 

Baptism: Call  the Central Office to  

schedule Baptism.  

Shut-Ins: Please call us. 

New Parishioners: Please  introduce  
yourself to Father after Mass and call the  
Central Office. If you are leaving our parishes 
please call the central office so we can  
update our census. Thank you. 

P.O. Box 308,  
Holdingford, MN 56340  

The Catholic Communities of   
Holdingford, St. Anna, and St. Wendel 

All Saints, Holdingford 
Immaculate Conception, St. Anna 

St. Columbkille, St. Wendel  
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

                                                 December 27, 2020 

 

(In honor of the 150th anniversary of St. Joseph  
as the patron of the universal church) 

 

“Joseph declared his own ‘fiat’, like those of Mary at the Annunciation and 
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane... (with his) unconditional acceptance of 
Mary and his decision to protect her ‘good name, her dignity and her life’. 
“As a father to Jesus, St. Joseph shows ‘the tender love of God’. Only tender 
love will save us from the snares of the accuser (Rev. 12:10). That is why it is 
so important to encounter God’s mercy, especially in the  
Sacrament of Reconciliation, where we experience his truth and  
tenderness. We know that God’s truth does not condemn, but instead  
welcomes, embraces, sustains and forgives us.”  
                                ~Apostolic Letter Patris Corde of the Holy Father Francis  

This year the gift of Plenary indulgences will be granted through a decree of 
the Apostolic Penitentiary by mandate of the Holy Father. 
Conditions for the plenary indulgence 
The plenary indulgence is granted to the faithful under the usual conditions 
(sacramental confession, Eucharistic Communion, and prayer for the Pope’s 
intentions). Christians, who have a spirit detached from any sin, can receive 
an indulgence from December 8, 2020 until December 8, 2021 by: 
1. Meditate at least 30 minutes on the Lord’s Prayer or take part in a  
Spiritual Retreat of at least one day that includes a meditation on St. Joseph.  
2. Perform a spiritual or corporal work of mercy.  
3. Pray the Holy Rosary in families and among engaged couples.  
4. Entrust your daily activity to the protection of St. Joseph. 
5. Invoke the intercession of St. Joseph in finding dignifying work. 
6. Recite the Litany to St. Joseph or any prayer to St. Joseph proper to the  
other liturgical traditions, for the persecuted Church and for the relief of   
all Christians suffering all forms of persecution. 
7. Recite the prayer “To you, O Blessed Joseph” on the 19th of the month  
   (especially March 19th, every Wednesday, and May 1st (the feast of  
    St. Joseph the worker).  ~vaticannews.va 

St. Joseph, Patris Corde (with a father’s heart), is an  

intercessor, a support and our guide in times of trouble. 

Pope Francis dedicates the year 2021 to St. Joseph 



Prayer Lines —  
All Saints: Ramona Fedor 746-2395 
    Kathleen Ebnet 746-2227  
Immaculate Conception:  
                    Shirley Schwalbe 356-7209 
         Christine Maleska 356-7246 
St Columbkille: Esther Struzyk 251-4984 
                             Susan Opatz 363-8160 

The Prayer List was refreshed in November. Please notify the 
office if you would like to be added or taken off the Prayer List or 
if you are in need of special prayers. 

Teckla Scegura, Dave Scegura, Lee Larkey and Arnold Voss,  
Al Hartung, Arlene Beniek, Delores Eiynk, Theresa Johannes,  
Fr. Gregory, Residents and staff at Mother of Mercy, Michell  
Ostendorf, Theresa Pierskalla, Dorothy Lowe, Jerome Young, 

David Fischer, Idella Moore, Tom Studniski,  

This Week’s Events 

Eucharistic  

Adoration 
Cluster Adoration  
Every Monday  
12 noon to 8 p.m. 
All Saints-St. Mary’s 

Updates and Mass times from Father Gregory 

www.tworiverscatholic.com  
Catholic Radio  
K-YES Radio 1180 www.kyesradio.com 
Father Gregory’s Radio Show is every Friday on  
K-YES Radio 1180 AM or 93.5 PM at 8:30 a.m.  
6:30 p.m. Tune in for updates and inspiration. 
KASM Radio 1150 AM 
Rosary with Father at 6:00 p.m. daily 
relevantradio.com 
Contemporary Christian Music 
SPIRIT 92.9 FM www.spirit929.com 
Check websites for additional updates 
www.tworiverscatholic.com 
www.238catholic.org (Upsala cluster) 

Church Hours (watch website for changes) 
All Saints-St. Mary’s will be open Sunday,  
Tuesday-Thursday from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.  
Adoration: Mondays from noon to 8 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome. 
Immaculate Conception: Saturdays and  
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
St Columbkille: Daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Mass times vary please check the website:  
tworiverscatholic.com. for times 

 

If you are interested in being on the schedule or 
have changes in availability please contact: 
 Ministry Schedulers: 
 All Saints:    Patty Becker 291-6582 
 Immaculate Conception: Kathy Scegura 746-2814 
 St. Columbkille– Carol Kuklok 247-3427 

 Evangelization Corner  
  ~Kristin Molitor                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Dear Friends, 
Merry Christmas! 
 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family. Luke’s Gospel 
tells us that when the shepherds arrived in Bethlehem they 
found “Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger.” 
Pope Benedict XVI offered a reflection on this brief little  
passage that I’d like to share with you. 
 

He says: 
“let us pause to contemplate this scene and reflect on its 
meaning. The first witnesses of Christ’s birth, the shepherds, 
found themselves not only before the infant Jesus  but also 
before a small family: mother, father, and newborn son. God 
had chosen to reveal himself by being born into a human  
family and the human family thus become an icon of God!” 
 

What a beautiful thing to consider: God chose to reveal him-
self by being born into a human family. Families teach us 
about the very essence of who God is. God is Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. He is a Trinity of a loving communion of equal  
persons. He is a family. 
 

Each of us is destined to live in the eternal embrace of the 
Trinity. It is in our family, where we are seen, known,  
cherished, and provided for, that we get a little foretaste of 
the loving embrace in our heavenly home. And when we  
welcome those who are less fortunate than we are into our 
homes, we mirror the love of the Trinity that says each person 
matters, each person is worthy of love, each person belongs. 
 

Yes, you and I find our home in the stunning and perfect love 
of the Trinity. Let us welcome each person into this embrace 
by making our families places of hospitality, belonging, and 
forgiveness. Heaven is our home, but let us bring heaven to 
our families with the same sacrificial love that has been  
revealed in the manger this Christmas. 

 

Remember in prayer all who are in need of the 
 Lord’s healing and strength especially: 

The Healing Power of God 



News & Events 

Weekly Offering 

            Weekly  Readings 

Monday 1 Jn 1:5-2:2/ Mt 2:13-18   
Tuesday 1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35  
Wednesday 1 Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40  
Thursday 1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18  
Friday Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/ 
    Lk 2:16-21 
Saturday 1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28 
Sunday Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 
    Mt 2:1-12 

Financial Contributions 
                    Parish  income 
           December 13, 2020 
   AS   $ 3,130.00     
   IC    $ 2,834.00     
   SC   $ 3,241.00     
  December 20, 2020 
   AS   $      
   IC    $       
   SC   $       

Thank you for your generosity! 
“For where your Treasure is, there 
also will your heart be.”  ~Luke 12:34 

 

Prayer to Receive a New Bishop 
Praise to you, Lord our God, our 
eternal shepherd and guide.  In your 
faithfulness, grant to the Diocese of 
Saint Cloud a shepherd whose 
watchful care and kindly zeal will 
continue the good work of his  
predecessors. In your love for us, 
give us a shepherd who will lead us 
in being Christ’s heart of mercy, 
voice of hope, and hands of justice. 
Help him to fill our minds and hearts 
with the truth of the Gospel, the 
power of the sacraments, and the  
desire to build up your holy Church. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
your Son and our Lord, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.  Amen 

Knights of Columbus, Council 9307 
Keep Christ in Christmas coloring 
contest. Poster paper and entry 
forms are in the back of church at  
St. Anna, St. Wendel and All Saints-
St. Mary’s. Contest is open for  
children ages 5 thru 14 to enter. 
Completed posters with entry form 
taped to the back, can be returned 
to the back of churches, the Sacristy 
or the Central Office. Deadline for 
completion is January 1st. 
Pop tab collection 
We are requesting your help with  
collecting pop tabs for the Ronald 
McDonald House. Due to the  
current Covid situation, we will have 
a day when they can be put in a  
drop off box sometime mid April in 
St. Anna, St. Wendel and Holding-
ford. This is a great way to help  
families stay with their child when 
they are hospitalized for an illness. 
Your help in this activity is greatly 
appreciated.  
For questions please contact: 
Mike Peters at 746-2377 or  
Grand Knight, Jamie Panek 290-7752 

Knights of  
Columbus 

If you would like to request a Mass 
Intention for a day after January 
2021, please mail in or drop your 
Mass Intention Form in the collection 
basket with your loved one’s name,  
a few date choices, $10 check per 
Mass request, and your name & 
phone number. Thank you! 

Online Giving: 
Go to the URL address for your 
church as listed below. Click on  
“Sign up for Your New Account” and  
complete your initial registration. 
Please call 800-348-2886  Option 2 
for assistance. Thank you! 

URL Addresses: 
All Saints, Holdingford, MN 

www.osvonlinegiving.com/1723 
Immaculate Conception, St. Anna 

www.osvonlinegiving.com/1720 
St. Columbkille, St. Wendel 

www.osvonlinegiving.com/1721 

Unavailable due to early 
Bulletin deadline. 

Prayer to St. Joseph 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 

 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy and  
courage, And defend us from  

every evil.  Amen. 

Christmas is not just one day 
“Octave means an eight-day  
celebration, that is, the prolongation  
of a feast to the eighth day...the feast 
itself is considered the first day, and  
it is followed by six days called “days 
within the octave.” The eighth or  
octave day is kept with greater  
solemnity than the “days within the  
octave” (with Christ Through the year, 
Bernard Strasser, 1947) 

“ The octave gives us time to impress 
upon our souls the mysteries, joys  
and graces of the principal feasts of  
the Church year. 
Why eight days? The number eight is 
supposed to represent perfection or 
rest. Some have traced the origins  
back to Jewish festival customs... the 
feast of Tabernacles lasted seven days 
and concluded with a solemnity, form-
ing an octave, and the feast of the 
Dedication of the Temple by Solomon 
and purification lasted eight days. 
                               ~catholicculture.org 

  Our Savior is here, Merry Christmas! 



  WATCH ON FORMED:  

St Columbkille 
Christian Women:  
Rosary on KASM : The Christian Women will be sponsoring the  
Rosary on KASM radio on January 11th through the 17th. 
Thank you and God Bless.  ~Sue Burg 250-8810 
Ministry Schedules are available at the back of church. 
Lector Books are available now at church. 
St. Columbkille Cemetery Fall Cleanup  Recently, we received a  
very generous donation from the Walter and Helen Struzyk  
family  requesting that we purchase a gas powered grass and sod 
edger to trim the overgrown sod and the sixteen concrete  
monument rows. We did this, and plan on using the balance of  
the donation for additional maintenance that we will do next  
spring. In addition, we were able to use the edger to remove the  
overgrown sod and grass in our cemetery baby section. In October, 
we were able to complete the work with one and a half days of  
voluntary donated labor from the following parish members: John 
Huls, David Skaj, Larry Huls, Todd Huls, Tom Pierskalla, Tom Studer 
and Bernie Frie. Many thanks to the Struzyk family and the  
volunteers that help to keep our cemetery a very beautiful and 
peaceful resting place for all of our deceased loved ones.  

All Cluster 
Women’s Group     
The Women’s Group meets on the first and third Mondays of the 
month. Currently we are reading “A Devotional Journey into the 
Mass.” Women who would like to participate in a deeper  
discussion of our last book “Spiritual Warfare and the  
Discernment of Spirits” are invited to gather on the fourth  
Monday of the month. Contact Kristin if interested by leaving a 
message at 228-0105 or email: evangelist@tworiverscatholic.com 
Consider Joining a Discipleship Quad 
Are you looking to grow closer to Jesus in the new year? Would you 
like to grow in your faith in new and unexpected ways? This Advent, 
take time to prayerfully consider joining one of our  
Discipleship Quads that will be starting in January. A Discipleship 
Quad is a group of four people who journey together as disciples 
through weekly gatherings of fellowship, ongoing conversation,  
and learning. We’ve had eight people from our cluster go through 
the process this past year and they have all said that it is truly a 
transformational experience. Contact Kristin if you would like to 
learn more about joining or starting a Discipleship Quad.  
Call 228-0105 or email: evangelist@tworiverscatholic.com. 
Well-Read Mom  
Our next meeting is on December 22nd at 3:30 –5 p.m. We are 
reading a great book for Advent, The Way of Perfection by  
St. Teresa of Avila. If you have been curious about our group this 
would be a wonderful discussion to drop in on and see if you  
would like to join our group. We understand if you can not  
complete the book because life comes before finishing books.  
This will be a Zoom meeting so please call Susan Heroux at  
320-224-6052 if you would like to join us for the first time.  

Current Office hours:  
Wednesdays 10:00 a.m –3:00 p.m. 
Kristin Molitor-evanglist@tworiverscatholic.com 
Janice Wuebkers  businessmanager@tworiverscatholic.com 

Jessie Johnson-  secretary@tworiverscatholic.com 
Leave messages for us at 320-228-0105 Thank you! 

Upsala  Mass Schedule 
Holy Mary Mother of God-December 31st 
4:00 p.m. St. Mary’s, Upsala 
Mary Mother of God—January 1, 2021 
8:00 a.m. St. Edward’s, Elmdale 
10:00 a.m. St. Francis, St. Francis 

Parish News & Events 

 Mass Schedule 
Vigil of Mary Mother of God-December 31st 
6:00 p.m. Immaculate Conception, St. Anna 
11:30 p.m. Candlelight Mass, All Saints-St. Mary’s 
Mary Mother of God –January 1, 2021 
9:00 a.m. St. Columbkille, St. Wendel 

Rural Catholic Singles Group Join in for prayer, 
topical information and discussions for single 
people who are discerning their vocation and 
looking for social connections in the process.  
The next meeting is January 9, 2021 
Please contact Janel Heinen 290-2877 to find out 
more information about this newly formed group 
meeting for fun and faith! 

FORMED: Watch   
Adventus: A Spiritual Pilgrimage 

Bring in the New Year! 
Attend the Candlelight Mass on 

December 31st at 11:30 p.m. 
at All Saints-St. Mary’s 

Through Jesus’ human-
ity, we are invited to 
know God in a very 
personal way. But how 
exactly did this lowly 
carpenter become the 
most pivotal figure of 
all time? 

Johns the Baptist 
urged us to repent! 
This episode of 
Forgiven provides  
insights into all the 
details of Confession. 

mailto:evangelist@tworiverscaholic.com
mailto:evangelist@tworiverscaholic.com


Mass Schedule  

Mon.    
Dec. 28 

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

Mass said by Fr. Gregory 
 
 

Tues. 
Dec. 29 

Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr 

Mass said by Fr. Gregory 

 

Wed. 
Dec. 30 

Six Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 

Mass said by Fr. Gregory 
 

Thurs. 
Dec. 31 

Seventh Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord 
Saint Sylvester l, Pope 
Virgil of Mary Mother of God 
6:00 p.m. Immaculate Conception 
11:30 p.m. Candlelight Mass, All Saints-St. Mary’s 

 

Fri.  
Jan. 1 

The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord;  (First Friday) 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

9:00 a.m. St. Columbkille, St. Wendel 

 
 

Sat. 
Jan. 2 

Saints Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the 
Church  (First Saturday) 

To be announced. Check our website: tworiverscatholic.com 

 
 

Sun.   
Jan. 3 

Epiphany of the Lord 

To be announced. Check our website: tworiverscatholic.com 
 

For Mass Times  
please check our website:  

tworiverscatholic.com.   
Come early if you want to attend. 
Church seating capacity can only  

be at 50%. Bishop Kettler has  
asked that we wear masks inside 

church buildings. Thank you. 

 

Last week’s Mass Intentions  

said by Father Gregory 

through December 16th: 
 

For Healing for the family of 

the16 year old who committed 

suicide in Upsala 

For those struggling with Covid 

Eleanor Wentland 

Mary Stodolka 

For the People 

Shirley Graveen 

Leander Bieniek 

Eleanor Mohs 

Build up your Family’s Faith Life with prayer 
http://familytogether.stcdio.org// 
Catholic Resources: www.avemariapress.com 
This website is also full of resources on the Catholic 
Faith, Liturgical Year, and Sacraments. 
The Magnificat has lots of resources for Children’s 
Faith. Engage a young child at Mass with the Sunday 
Gospel Coloring book 2021. Each Sunday and feast 
day has a detachable page to color, simplified Gospel 
and suggestion for a holy act. 
~bookstore@magnificat.com 

 

Family Faith Formation & GIFFT (Generations In Family Faith Together) 

First Reconciliation 
Thank you Father Gregory, Father Virgil Helmin and our  
Faith Formation Directors for organizing and getting our 
2nd graders to their First Reconciliation.  
Please keep our students in your prayers. 
Students missing from the First Reconciliation photo: 
Alayna Gustafson and Cora Stock 

Merry Christmas Everyone! 



Church Name and Address: 
The Catholic Communities of Bowlus, Holdingford and St. Anna 
311 River Street, P.O. Box 308 
Holdingford, MN 56310 
Bulletin Number: 392949 
Phone: (320) 228-0105 
Contact person: Jessie Johnson 
Email: secretary@tworiverscatholic.com 
Transmission time: Wednesdays at 11:00 
Sunday Date of Publication: December 27, 2020 
Number of pages sent: 5 plus this sheet 
Special instructions: Please send our usual 650 bulletins.  
 
Thank you and Blessings for a good day! 


