
Central Office in Holdingford 
Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10 to 3, Thurs. 1 to 5 
Website: tworiverscatholic.com 
Office: (320) 228-0105 
Father: (320) 228-0110  
In case of emergency or a death, call  
Father at the Rectory 746-2231. 
 

Parish Pastoral Team 
Father Gregory Mastey, Pastor 
Janice Wuebkers, Business Manager 
Office hours: Wed. 10 to 3 p.m. 
businessmanager@tworiverscatholic.com 
Katie Hellmann, Secretary 
secretary@tworiverscatholic.com 
Jessie Johnson, Bulletin Editor 
bulletin@tworiverscatholic.com 
Confession Times:  Before daily Mass  
And by appointment 

Marriage: Couples are to begin  

preparation 6-12 months in advance and 
must call the Central Office to meet with 
Father Gregory before setting a date.  
Diocesan Marriage Preparation Classes 
are required. 

Baptism: Call  the Central Office to  

schedule Baptism.  

Homebound: Please call us. 

New Parishioners: Please  introduce  
yourself to Father after Mass and call the  
Central Office. If you are leaving our parishes 
please call the central office so we can  
update our census. Thank you. 
 

Address: 
Central Office 
P.O. Box 308 
Holdingford, MN 56340  

 

The Catholic Communities of   
Holdingford, St. Anna and St. Wendel 
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Immaculate Conception, St. Anna 

St. Columbkille, St. Wendel  
  The First Sunday of Advent 

                                                    November 27, 2022 

ADVENT  

1st week 

H 
O 
P 
E 

What is Heaven? 
Sacred Scripture emphasizes Heaven as the 
state of existence for the soul– perfect           
happiness in union with God and with all of 
the saints and  angels. Heaven is identified as 
“the city of the living God, the Heavenly          
Jerusalem” (Heb.12:22).  
Heaven is a blessed community of those who 
have loyally served the Lord in this life and 

now have been perfectly incorporated into His mystical body,              
continuing to fulfill His will. However, even these descriptions cannot 
fully capture the blessedness of Heaven:  “No eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared for 
those who love Him” (I Cor. 2:9). https://catholicstraightanswers.com/ 
 

Do we become angels when we die? 
No. It’s become popular in our culture to say, “Heaven gained another           
angel” when someone dies...this is just an expression we use and, in 
that regard, it can come across as harmless. However, as humans, we 
most certainly do not become angels when we die. We humans are 
unique in creation and have a special dignity.                                                                               
The key is this: As humans, you and I are totally different creatures 
than angels. Probably the most distinctive difference between us and 
angels is that we are body/soul unities, whereas angels are pure spirit. 
If we make it to Heaven, we will join the angels there, but we will join 
them as humans.                                                                                                        
My favorite image of Heaven comes from St. John in the Book of            
Revelation. In it, he gives us images of people in Heaven waving palm 
branches. Why is that? Why palm branches? They symbolize the           
scriptural account of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem: In Heaven, 
we are celebrating the King who conquered sin and death. Our                  
celebration of Mass is a reflection of this.                                                             
Throughout life we have hints and whispers of heaven and hell in our 
everyday life but...when we live for God, when we live for others, we 
find a deep joy...I think this is what Jesus means when he tells us that 
we find our lives when we lose them. Fr. Joe Krupp/faithmag.com 



Fr. Gregory, Jeanette May, Pat & Ken Euteneuer 

September 1st 

 

Listen to the Rosary led by  
Fr. Gregory and Fr. Mark 
Stang on KASM 1150 AM at 
6:00 p.m. daily. 
Listen to Fr. Gregory’s  
Rural Life Radio Show on 
KYES 1180 or 93.5 FM at 
8:30 a.m., 6:30 p.m. and 
11:00 p.m. Friday. 
Night Prayer                                         
Join Fr. Gregory in prayer 
most nights at 9:00 p.m. on 
his Facebook page. We are 
averaging over 250 families 
each night. You can ask for a   
request that Father keeps in 
his prayers. Night Prayer is 
added to our webpage the 
next day to watch anytime. 
www.tworiverscatholic.com 

Protect us Lord  
as we stay 

awake watch 
over us as  we 

sleep. That 
awake we  may 

keep watch  
with Christ and 
asleep, rest in  

His peace. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Cluster Adoration is  

every Monday at 
All Saints – St. Mary’s. 
9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
Come encounter our             

Eucharistic Lord! 

Grow in your Faith! 

Please note that the prayer list has been 
refreshed at the start of the new liturgical 
year. Please call the office if you’d like to be 
put on or taken off the list. Let Fr. Gregory 
know if you are in need of a blessing for ill-

The Healing Power of God                                      

Remember in prayer all who are in need of 
the  Lord’s healing and strength especially: 

 

The First Week of Advent: Hope     ~Psalm 27:14   
Be strong! Let your heart take courage! Hope in the Lord!                
In many traditions, each of the candles of the Advent wreath       
represent a virtue, and an aspect of our preparation for Christ: 
hope, peace, joy, and love. We begin Advent, as we light the first 
candle of the holy season, by asking the Lord to enflame us with 
hope.  
 

The hope of Advent is not hope that Jesus will come back into the 
world at Christmas. Jesus did come into the world, two thousand 
years ago—God-made-man, Word made flesh, in Bethlehem. This 
is a historical fact. Hope is rooted in history, but hope is also 
about our present, and our future.   
 

Hope is the knowledge that our lives have meaning—that each 
day that we live matters, and indeed, that we matter, because we 
are beloved by God and because he has an eternal plan for our 
lives.  
 

Through hope, we understand that our joys and consolations are 
a foretaste of what God promises us in heaven, and our sorrows 
and sufferings can be unified to Christ on the cross, for our salva-
tion, and the salvation of the world. Through hope, we know that 
God’s love for us gives the deepest meaning and purpose to our 
existence—that how we live in this world can bring us into eternal 
happiness with God, no matter what happens to us. https://
www.lincolndiocese.org/bishops/bishop-james-conley 

What is Heaven?                                                                                                  
Principally it is a state of utter and 
absolute fulfillment. In the          
possession of God, in the beatific 
vision, the blessed will experience 
what cannot be put into words; a 
radical union with God that trans-
cends anything we could envision. 
And it is precisely because of that 
radical union with God in Christ, 
the blessed will also experience a 

union with the other members of the Body of Christ that trans-
cends our ability to imagine as well.  

Upcoming Mass Schedule: 
Christmas Vigil 
4:00 p.m. Immaculate Conception 
12:00 a.m. All Saints-St. Mary’s 
Christmas Day 
8:00 a.m. All Saints-St. Hedwig’s 
10:00 a.m. St. Columbkille 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the  
Mother of God -Vigil  (New Years Eve) 
5:00 p.m. St. Columbkille 
11:30 p.m. All Saints-St. Mary’s 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the  
Mother of God (New Years Day) 
8:00 a.m. All Saints-St. Mary’s 
10:00 a.m. Immaculate Conception 

Prayer lines                                                                
   All Saints:  Ramona Fedor 746-2395                                                                                    
                    Kathleen Ebnet 746-2227  
   Immaculate Conception:  
                  Christine Maleska 356-7246 
   St Columbkille:   
                    Esther Struzyk 251-4984                                                                                  
                    Susan Opatz 363-8160 



Weekly  Readings 

Weekly Offering 

                     News & Events 

Financial Contributions 
    Parish  income 
Nov. 20, 2022 
AS   $ 
IC    $ 
SC   $ 

Thank you for your generosity! 
“For where your treasure is, there 
also will your heart be.”  ~Luke 12:34 

Monday: Is 4:2-6/Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Rom 10:9-18/                       

Mt 4:18-22 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/             

Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday: Is 11:1-10/Rom 15:4-9/        

Mt 3:1-12 Watch on FORMED 

Sign up for FORMED https://
tworiverscatholic.formed.org 
In the search bar under ‘Create a 
new account’ type in  ‘Holdingford’. 
Then Click on: Two Rivers Catholic 
Community. Type in your name and 
then your email.  

Engaged Couples Retreat: Dec. 3                                             
This event will be held at Sacred 
Heart in Sauk Rapids from 9:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. Doors will open at 8:30 
a.m. For more information, visit the 
website at https://stcdio.org/
engaged-couple-marriage-
preparation/ or call the Office of 
Marriage and Family with questions 
at (320) 258-7615.  

Bishop’s Annual Appeal: In this first 
week of Advent, please remember 
the diocesan ministries that, 
through your generosity, continue 
to build the Kingdom of God here in 
Central Minnesota. Please keep 
them thriving by making a gift 
at www.stcdio.org/annualappeal. 

Dr. Bronwen McShea, shares an        
exciting and thorough presentation 
on the celebration of Advent 
throughout the centuries. 

This Advent, make a spiritual pilgrim-
age to the Holy Land. Uncover the 
beauty of the place where Christ was 
born, preparing your heart for 
Christ’s coming so you can enter 
more deeply into this season. 

 

Elevate Pregnancy Resource Center                                                                  
Thank you for your generous                   
donations! Elevate will distribute            
these gifts to parents in need who           
are experiencing a crisis pregnancy.   
Please keep all  ourl Pregnancy                  
Resource Centers in your prayers! 

        Hope                                                               
Day by day, man experiences many 
greater or lesser hopes, different in 
kind according to the different          
periods of his life. Sometimes one of 
these hopes may appear to be       
totally satisfying without any need 
for other hopes. Young people can 
have the hope of a great and fully 
satisfying love; the hope of a certain 
position in their profession, or of 
some success that will prove              
decisive for the rest of their lives. 
When these hopes are fulfilled, 
however, it becomes clear that they 
were not, in reality, the whole. It 
becomes evident that man has need 
of a hope that goes further. It            
becomes clear that only something 
infinite will suffice for him, some-
thing that will always be more than 
he can ever attain.   
This great hope can only be God, 
who encompasses the whole of  
reality and who can bestow upon us 
what we, by ourselves, cannot 
attain. The fact that it comes to us 
as a gift is actually part of hope. God 
is the foundation of hope: not any 
god, but the God who has a human 
face and who has loved us to the 
end, each one of us and humanity in 
its entirety. His Kingdom is not an           
imaginary hereafter, situated in a 
future that will never arrive; his 
Kingdom is present wherever he is 
loved and wherever his love reaches 
us. His love alone gives us the              
possibility of soberly persevering 
day by day, without ceasing to be 
spurred on by hope, in a world 
which by its very nature is                        
imperfect. His love is at the same 
time our guarantee of the existence 
of what we only vaguely sense and 
which nevertheless, in our deepest 
self, we await: a life that is “truly” 
life. ~ On Christian Hope - Pope              
Benedict XVI  

“Advent is the time we are given to 
welcome the Lord who comes to 
encounter us, and also to verify our 
longing for God, to look forward and 
prepare ourselves for Christ’s                    
return.” Pope Francis 

Unavailable due to early  
bulletin deadline 

https://www.stcdio.org/annualappeal


Parish News & Events 
All Cluster                                                                                     
New Evangelization Coordinator Job opening- Paid                            
The person hired for this position will assist the pastor in          
ministering to and evangelizing in our three parish cluster and 
overseeing RCIA. Other specifics of this position will be               
tailored to the individual hired and the needs recognized with 
in our parishes. Deep knowledge of the Catholic faith and 
apologetics is essential; degree in Theology or extensive            
previous evangelization experience is preferred. 30-35 hours a 
week with benefits.                                                                                     

All Cluster Penance Service                                                                      
Don’t miss the opportunity for the Sacrament 
of Confession on December 11 from 2:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s, Upsala. 5 priests will 
be available.                                        

Bible Study  
The ACC Bible Study already has 7 people signed up. Please let 
your parish secretary know if you are interested in leading or 
attending.                                                                              
Women’s Group Join us the first and third Mondays of the 
month at 10:30 a.m. in the All Saints-St. Mary's basement. Our 
next meeting will be December 5th.  
Men’s Group Every Saturday at 8:00 a.m. at All Saints-St. 
Mary’s basement.  
Early Bulletin Deadlines                                                               
The December 18th Bulletin is due on December 9th to the 
printer. Any announcements must be in by Tuesday, noon on 
December 6th. Thank you. 
ACC Meeting All members of the ACC will meet on November 
29th at All Saints-St. Mary’s at 7:00 p.m.                                                    

Well Read Mom Group 
A group for all women (singles, moms, and grandmothers) 
who want to accompany each other in reading the classics, 
great books and timeless spiritual classics in the Catholic         
tradition. We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. Our next meeting is Dec. 6th. At Fisher’s Club, Avon.   
Contact Susan 224-6052 if you have questions.                                                                                                                                      

All Cluster continued                                                                          
Decorating for Christmas                                                
Would you be willing to help with the physical labor 
of decoration our churches for Christmas? We have 
people to do the planning. Call the office if interest-
ed. Confirmation students welcome!                                          
All Saints                                                                                
Building Project  
The Building Committee is continuing to take the 
feedback it was given in moving forward with the 
plans for a new Church Building. 
The next steps are to hire a General Contractor and 
Fundraiser for the project. Please continue to keep 
this in your prayers! 
Church Decorator                                                                
A group has signed up to decorate but only for 
Christmas. We would like to have someone willing 
to decorate year round. Call the office if interested.                                    
All Saints Christian Mothers/Women/Rosary        
Sodality will meet on November 28 at All Saints-St. 
Mary’s at 7:00 p.m. beginning with the Rosary. 
Plowing Snow  
We are looking for someone who would be willing 
to plow snow at All Saints this winter. Please call the 
Parish Office if interested.  
Immaculate Conception                                                      
Funeral Lunch Group Meeting                                                     
We will be having a meeting for all funeral lunch 
group leaders and members on Monday November 
28th at 7:00 p.m. in the church basement. Please 
mark your calendars to join us. If you have questions 
prior to this, please call Pat Schmainda 845-7331 or 
Tina VanHeel 217-4022. 
St. Andrew Christmas Novena is a perfect way to 
enter into the Advent season which is marked by a 
time of anticipation, penance, and prayer. This           
novena prayer is prayed throughout all four weeks 
of Advent. It is piously believed that whoever recites 
the St. Andrew Christmas Novena prayer FIFTEEN  
times each day from the feast of St. Andrew 
(November 30th) until Christmas Eve will obtain the 
favor requested.                                                                   
Prayer is an essential part of Advent. Reciting this 
special novena prayer each day is a simple yet  
beautiful way to celebrate the spiritual significance 
of the Advent season and to experience a deeper 
conversion to the heart of Jesus.                                                                         
Hail and blessed be the hour and moment 
in which the Son of God was born 
of the most pure Virgin Mary, 
at midnight, in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. 
In that hour vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, 
O my God, to hear my prayer and grant my desires 

Saint Juan Diego 
Feast Day -Nov. 9th 
 

To find out more 
about Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, St. Juan 
Diego and miracle of 
the tilma Visit: 
https:// 
www.nationalshrine.
The actual tilma is at 
the Basilica of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 
and St. Juan Diego is 
buried there. 

December 10th                                      
All Saints-St. Hedwig’s, Holdingford 

Outdoor Rosary Procession 



 Mass Schedule 
Mon.  
Nov. 28 

 
8:00 a.m. St. Columbkille with Adoration                                                       Isabelle Lane 

Tues.  
Nov. 29 

 
6:00 p.m. All Saints-St. Mary’s                                                                           Alois Panek  

Wed.  
Nov. 30 

Saint Andrew, Apostle 
8:00 a.m. All Saints-St. Mary with Adoration                                                 Elizabeth Gaida 

Thur. 
Dec. 1 

 
8:00 a.m. Immaculate Conception with Adoration                                       Tom & Clara Sowada 

Fri.  
Dec. 2 

No Mass      First Friday                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Sat.  
Dec. 3 

St. Francis Xavier, Priest     First Saturday 
5:00 p.m. St. Columbkille                                                                                    Terry Morgel 

Sun.  
Dec. 4  

8:00 a.m. All Saints-St. Mary’s                                                                           For the People   
10:00 a.m. Immaculate Conception                                                                  Fred Ruprecht 

                         It’s going to be  

                 EPIC 
         Mega-Fun Games!  Faith-Filled Friendship! 

 

Every Person In Christ 
 
 

  What: EPIC Youth Nights 
 

  Who: All Students Grades 6-12 (All Parishes Welcome) 
 

  When: Wednesdays after Religion Class: 7:45-8:30 p.m. 
 

  Where: All Saints-St. Hedwig Church Basement  
 

Have a blast with friends and grow closer to God  

 

WE WANT YOU HERE! 
 

youthminister@tworiverscatholic.com 
 

Kyle VanOverbeke (Youth Minister) 

  Nov. 30th 

   Faith Formation Directors                                                  
All Saints & Immaculate Conception: Katrina Kolles 

292-1575  allsaintsff@tworiverscatholic.com   
St. Columbkille: Jenny Revermann  

249-9939  stwendelfaith@gmail.com                                           
Confirmation Directors: Bob Vouk & Fr. Gregory 

Confirmation Assistants: Katie Vouk & Vincent St. Marie 
confirmation@tworiverscatholic.com 

Youth Minister: Kyle VanOverbeke                                    
youthminister@tworiverscatholic.com 

 

Shop Catholic this year for Christmas!                                            
https://shininglightdolls.com/products/catholic-saints-
wooden-magnet-set?dt_id=120144 

Making Advent Great for Kids Advent is a time where we 
seek to grow in intimacy and relationship with the Lord. 
But this does not have to only be for adults! Join Dr. Tim 
Gray and Paul McCusker as they discuss different ways 
you can make Advent great for your kids. 

 

   Family Faith Formation & GIFFT (Generations In Family Faith Together) 

Annual EPIC Beanbag Tournament: Wednesdays                                            
Nov. 30th & Dec. 7th. If you have Beanbag boards/bags to 
bring in for us to use, it would be greatly appreciated!  



Church Name and Address: 
The Catholic Communities of Bowlus, Holdingford and St. Anna 
311 River Street, P.O. Box 308 
Holdingford, MN 56310 
Bulletin Number: 392949 
Phone: (320) 228-0105 
Contact person: Jessie Johnson 
Email: bulletin@tworiverscatholic.com 
Transmission time: Wednesdays at 11:00 
Sunday Date of Publication: November 27, 2022 
Number of pages sent: 5 plus this sheet 
Special instructions: Please send our usual 650 bulletins.  
 
Thank you and blessings for a good day! 


